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Dear reporters, journalists, editorial teams, and producers,

We are writing today with a big request: stop giving air-time to anti-abortion activists.
As the undersigned over 600 providers of abortion care, people who have had abortions
and will have abortions, abortion advocates, and individuals who work with the media
regularly, we could not be more concerned for the safety and well-being of our
communities, in part because of the misinformation, disinformation, and inflammatory
threats shared and encouraged by anti-abortion activists in the media.

We know your reporting standards are to cover “both sides” of any debate. Allow us to
be clear: Medicine and science are not up for debate. Health care is not a matter of
opinion, it is a matter of fact. And the fact is, abortion is not in the realm of theory or
belief. Abortion belongs in health care, social services, and public health reporting.

With this in mind, we are asking for a commitment from the community of media
outlets reporting on abortion to keep in mind the true danger that you present when
interviewing anti-abortion extremists. You are giving the opportunity for dangerous lies
to spread. You are, by way of asking them questions, legitimizing their answers. You are
allowing hateful, dangerous harassers to build a base that encourages protesting at
clinics, stalking and harming clinic staff and abortion providers, and online and in-person
abuse of people who have abortions and those who support them in getting that care.

We are concerned for our safety when we and our colleagues are quoted alongside the
leaders of anti-abortion extremist groups. And given the makeup of their supporter
base, the makeup of the Supreme Court, and the makeup of our state legislators, we
believe we have legitimate reason for concern.

If you believe in the evidence-based reasoning of medical care, if you believe in keeping
communities safe, and if you believe in centering the needs of experts of an issue, in this
case people who have and provide abortions, then we ask that you interview and center
the real experts of this area of medicine.



P R H Physicians for

Reproductive Health

The way we talk about abortion matters. We are offering up our time and expertise to
editorial boards, producers, researchers, and reporters for closed-room discussions on
how to better your editorial and coverage strategies in service of communities.

Thank you,
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Dr. Nina Breakstone
Women’s Medical Fund, Inc.
National Women’s Law Center
Planned Parenthood Federation of America
Girls Inc.
Cassandra Carver, MPA
Dr. R Kasper
Lyndel Sorenson, Medical Student
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Reproductive Equity Now
Glenn Northern
Sarah Wallett, MD MPH
Emma Goldman Clinic
Rhea Beddoe
Regina Ginzburg
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