
  
 
April 14, 2023           DELIVERED VIA EMAIL 
 
Governor Ron DeSantis  
400 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399  
 
Dear Governor DeSantis:  
 
As organizations representing health care professionals in Florida and from across the country, we write 
in strong opposition to H.B. 7/S.B. 300. These bills attempt to arbitrarily ban abortion care at 6-weeks 
gestation, require proof of abuse for survivors of rape and incest, and allocate $25 million in recurring 
funds to anti-abortion centers. These bills interfere with health care professionals’ ability to provide 
evidence-based, patient-centered care and attempt to insert politics into the patient-provider 
relationship. We need policymakers to ensure timely access to the full range of reproductive health care 
rather than waste time and resources limiting access to the essential care Floridians need.  
 
Abortion is normal, safe, essential health care. All abortion bans and restrictions on abortion care are 
unreasonable, medically unjustifiable, and simply put – dangerous. In fact, in 2018, the National 
Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine (NASEM) published a comprehensive study affirming 
the safety of abortion and pointed out that the biggest threat to patient safety is the litany of medically 
unnecessary regulations that raise costs and delay procedures, ultimately putting patients’ health at 
risk.1 
 
Politics has no place in the exam room. These are private decisions that should be kept firmly between a 
patient and their trusted health care provider. Each patient is different, and every pregnancy is unique, 
which is why patients should be able to access the full spectrum of individualized care responsive to 
their needs. The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG), along with other medical 
societies, identifies abortion as an essential health care service that requires timely access to care.2 
Critical health care like abortion should never be singled out or banned at an arbitrary point in 
pregnancy, and reproductive health care should never be used as a political bargaining chip. 
 
The exceptions proposed in these bills are impractical and futile. Exceptions to abortion bans do not 
work. They force providers to waste precious time consulting with lawyers and grappling with the 
question “how sick is sick enough?” instead of caring for the patient before them. For survivors of rape 
and incest, the forced disclosure and required documentation creates yet another barrier to care and 
forces health care providers to bring law enforcement into patient care when it may not be wanted, 
exposing patients to further harm and risk of criminalization.  
 
The proposal to allocate $25 million annually to anti-abortion centers is a direct attack on pregnant 
people and sends a clear message that Florida does not support science and medicine. These centers are 

 
1 National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. The safety and quality of abortion care in the United States. 
Washington DC; National Academies Press; 2018. Available at https://www.nap.edu/catalog/24950/thesafety-and-quality-of-
abortion-care-in-the-united-states. 
2 American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists Committee Opinion 815, “Increasing Access to Abortion,” December 
2020. available at https://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/committeeopinion/articles/2020/12/increasing-access-to-
abortion. 
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often religiously affiliated with ties to national anti-abortion organizations. They are not health clinics; 
their staff generally have no medical training, they share false and misleading information about 
pregnancy, contraception, and abortion care, and they often refuse to make referrals to real health 
centers. Anti-abortion centers intentionally target low-income people, and Black, Indigenous and people 
of color with targeted advertising. Their insidious behavior is especially threatening in this post-Roe 
crisis. Patients deserve access to truthful information from real medical providers so that they can make 
informed decisions about their health care and life. 
 
Should H.B. 7/S.B. 300 go into effect it would harm all Floridians, but particularly those already facing 
the most barriers to care, including Black, Indigenous, people of color, LGBTQ+ folks, and those living in 
rural areas. Denial of abortion care can have serious long-lasting consequences on a person’s health and 
well-being. Studies show women who have been denied a wanted abortion are more likely to 
experience high blood pressure and other serious medical conditions during the end of pregnancy, more 
likely to remain in relationships where interpersonal violence is present, and more likely to experience 
poverty.3 
 
We strongly urge you to veto this legislation. Politicians have no place in the exam room and medically 
unnecessary regulations on abortion care are harmful to patients and communities. The health and well-
being of Floridians depends on you. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
Physicians for Reproductive Health  
Planned Parenthood of South, East and North Florida 
Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida 
 
 
Florida Providers  
Amanda Puello, APRN, WHNP-BC 
Bruce Fleegler MD 
Abigail Ritchie 
Abneris Rivera 
Adina Bern MS CCC - SLP 
Alexis Pitcairn-Ramirez, ARNP 
Alfonsina Garcia, MD 
Ali Wells, MD 
Alice Schreiber, CNM 
Alyssa Brown, MD 
Amanda Bennett, APRN 
Amanda Boudreaux, MD 
Amanda Ryan, MD 
Amber McClain MD 
American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists District XII Florida 

 
3 The Harms of Denying a Woman a Wanted Abortion. Advancing New Standards in Reproductive Health. University of 
California at San Francisco. Available at 
https://www.ansirh.org/sites/default/files/publications/files/the_harms_of_denying_a_woman_a_wanted_abortion_4 -16-
2020.pdf. 
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Amirah Rashed, BS 
Amy Brun 
Amy Weiss, MD 
Ana Torres, MD 
Andrew Lazin MD 
Angela Guzman, MD 
Anita Olbek-Tooker, RN, CCRN, CPAN 
Anja Alpendre, PharmD 
Anjali Nirmalani-Gandhy, MD 
Ann S. Hatfield, MD, FACOG 
Anna Hudson 
Anna Varlamov MD 
Anne Lenz, MD 
Annika Dhawan, MD/MPH candidate 
Anthony Gyang 
Antoinette Golden 
Antonio Santos, MD 
Aparna Asher 
Aparna Dacha, MD 
Arielle Hay, MD 
Ashley Rose DOrazio-Bradfield, DO 
Ben Wolk 
Betsy Brothers, MD 
Bina Patel 
Bradley Sipe, MD, FACOG 
Bri Anne McKeon, MD 
Brian Gilmore, MD 
Britt Manobianco MD 
Brittany Brecklin, NP-C 
Brittany Heck, MD 
Brittany Horton-Duran 
Brittany Kelly, APRN 
Brooke Slaton, MD 
Caitlin mcmullen 
Camila Avila, MD 
Candace lazarovits 
Caroline Cederquist M.D. 
Caroline Jaquish, DNP, APRN, CNM, BSN, RN 
Caryn Silver, MD 
Casey Gooden, MD 
Casey Naumoff MD 
Catherine Kowal MD 
Cecille Tapia-Santiago 
Christie Amurgis 
Christina S. Adams, MD, FACOG 
Clare Ventre MD 
Claudia Taboada, DO 
Constance Chang, RN, MSN, NP-C 
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Corine Munnings Wells, MD 
Craig R. Sweet, M.D. 
Cynthia I Rivera, M.D. 
Dachel Carreno, APRN 
Danielle Vachon, MD 
Darnella Richardson, APRN 
David Cohen MD 
David Payne, PA-C 
David Rapkin, MD 
Deanna C. McCullough, MD 
Deborah White MD 
Debra linzer 
Diana Dean, MD 
Dianne Nguyen, PharmD 
Doug MCCONNELL 
Douglas Kuperman MD 
Dr Tendler 
Dr. Maya Ramirez 
Dr. Sara Creekmore 
Dr. Sarah Watson, DO 
Edwin Ramirez, APRN 
Elisa Krill-Jackson 
Elizabeth Etkin-Kramer, MD 
Elizabeth Hoover, MD 
Elizabeth Melzer, MD 
Emily Lluch, MD 
Emma Hale, MS4 
Eric Heaps, OD 
Erin Connor, DO 
Erin Finch CNM, WHNP 
Eryn Wanyonyi MD 
Eva O’Brien MS2 
Fabienne Achille, MD 
Farah Chuong MD 
Fatima Hussain, MD MPH 
Fernanda Mercade, MD 
Gary K Person MD 
Georges AbouKasm MD/MPH candidate 
Georgia Jones 
H. Joan Waitkevicz MD 
Haley Barefoot, MS3 
Hannah Ship 
Heath Lynn Silberfeld 
Heather Gabai Hernandez, MD 
Heather Galon, MD 
Heather Simpson Khanna, MD 
Heather Stanley-Christian MD 
Herman Miller Jr MD 
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I . Cori Baill MD 
Ilana Porzecanski, MD 
Jacqueline Dean MSN RN OCN NE-BC 
Jacqueline Sherbuk, MD 
Jade Walter 
Jaime Thompson, MD 
Jaimie Weber, MD 
James Abraham, MD 
James C Brown MD 
Jamie Ott CNM 
Jamie Phifer, MD 
jane rudolph 
Jane S. Cohen, MD 
Janet Gersten MD 
Jenifer Haynes, DO 
Jennifer Caputo-Seidler, MD 
Jennifer Davies Mckeon 
Jennifer Jain, MD 
Jennifer Moore. PA 
Jennifer Morrison, RN 
Jessica Brumley CNM 
Jessica Padilla, MD 
Jessica Ritch MD 
Jimenez-Diaz MD 
Jing -Yi Chern, MD 
Joanna Barris, DO 
Jonathan Afiat, pharmD 
Jose M. Perez Yordan, MD 
Judette Louis MD 
Julia Ossi, MD/MPH Candidate 2024 
Julia Zukerberg 
Julie Johnson 
Kanthi Dhaduvai, MD 
Karem Alvarez MD 
Karen E. Harris, MD, MPH 
Katherine Apostolakis-Kyrus 
Katherine Lee, MD 
Katherine Lee, MD 
Kathleen DeVaney, RN, BSN 
Kathleen Pope, MD 
Kathryn Berryman, MD 
Katia Majstor 
Keisha Adams 
Kelly Mamelson, MD 
Kelly Thibert, DO, MPH 
Keri Baacke, MD 
Kevin Espinal 
Khyaati Modii MD 
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Kinjal Millette MD 
Kiran To, MD 
Kiranmayi Muddasani 
Kyle Edwards 
Laura Stone, MSN, CRNA, APRN 
Lauren Sequeira, M.D. 
Leela Sirotkin MD 
Lilly Gonzalez MD 
LindaGurney, RN, BS, MAACP 
Lindsay dellamaggiora MD 
Lindsay Maggio, MD, MPH 
Lindsey Bowser 
Lonna Gordon, MD 
Loraine Endres, MD 
Luis Leyva Jr MD 
Luis Silva, MD 
Lynda Balint, MD 
Manuel Gonzalez 
Marcia STorch 
Margaret Trope APRN, WHNP-BC 
Margarita Olivares, MD 
Maria Salas, MD 
Mariam Aboulela, MD 
Marian A. Sampson, MD, FACOG 
Marion Pandiscio, MD 
Marisa Messore MD 
Mark Larralde 
Mark Trolice MD, MBA 
Marwan Shaykh 
Mary Alice Schulte, RN 
Mary C Yankaskas, MD 
Mason Flanagan 
Maureen Maguire, M.D. 
Maureen Whelihan MD FACOG 
Mayra Cruz Ithier 
Megan Bagwell, MD 
Megan Selbst, MD 
Megan Sherwood, MD/ MPH Candidate 
Megan Spiewak 
Megan Toufexis DO 
Melissa Friedman MD 
Melissa Ho, PharmD 
Melissa K Gerhardt, M.A. 
Merisa Kaplan, MD 
Michael F. Finkel MD, FAAN, FFSN 
Michelle Larralde MD 
Michelle M Fletcher MD 
Michelle S. Ozcan, MD 
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Milind Kothari, DO 
Mona Mangat MD 
Montida Fleming, MD 
Naicie Marrow, MD 
Nalini Hasija, MD 
Nancy S. Ceci, BSN 
Narissa etwaroo mD 
Natalie lazar 
Natalie lazarovits DO 
Natasha verma 
Nay Hoche Harris 
Nevena Krstić,. MS, LCGC 
Nicholas Metheny, PhD, MPH, RN 
Nicole Alexander, MD 
Nicole D. Riddle, MD 
Nicole Fanarjian 
Nicole Fanarjian MD 
Nicole Jones, LCSW 
Nicole McConnell, MD 
Nicole Melanson, MD 
Nicole Paul, DO 
Nicole Warren DO 
Nidhi Patel 
Nora Siegler, MD/MPH Candidate 
Paul Nanda 
Paula Montgomery, MD 
Pia Myers Wolfe MD 
Priya narula 
Priya Vakharia, MD 
Rachael somerman 
Rachel Humphrey, MD 
Rachel Rapkin, MD, MPH 
Radhika Desai, MD/MPH Candidate 
Rajendra Sawh-Martínez, MD 
Ralph L Bundy MD 
Reema Patel, MD 
Regina Fernandez-Llanio MD 
Renea touma APRN DNP 
Richard Strathmann, MD FACOG 
Rizwana Fareeduddin, MD 
Rizwana Fareeduddin, MD, MBA 
Robert Hunter, MD 
Robert Slackman MD 
Robyn Schickler MD 
Ronica H. Nanda 
Roselyn Bonilla, MD, FACOG 
Roya Wolk 
Rucha Patel, MD 
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Russell Samson MD 
Sabrina Pavri, MD MBA 
Saira Kothari, MD 
Samantha Baer, MD, ScM 
Samantha Deans, MD, MMPH 
Samantha Deming-Berr, DO, MPH 
Samantha Schaefer MD 
Samuel L. Jacobs, MD, FACOG 
Sapnalaxmi Amin, MD 
Sara A Meinz, DO 
Sara Weeks 
Sarah B Kline, MD, FACOG 
Sarah G. Obican 
Sarah Somer, MD 
Sarah Somer, MD 
Sarah Weaver, MD 
Savannah Ford DC 
Sebastien Millette, MD 
Shane Zamani 
Shannon Nash DNP, FNP-C 
Shannon O’Hara, MD 
Sharon Byun, MD 
Shelly Holmstrom 
Shelly Tien, MD 
Shikha Sharma, MD 
Shirali Shah, MD 
Shreya Narayanan, MD 
Simran Prakash 
Sonal patel 
Sonaly Patel 
Stacey Baker, MD 
Staci Tanouye, MD 
Stacy Nassau, MD 
Stephanie Fernandez, MD 
Stephanie, IBCLC 
Stephen Duncan MD 
Steven Dukes, MD 
Steven Ory, MD 
Steven Ory, MD 
Steven R Lindheim, MD 
Sujatha Prabhakaran MD, MPH 
Sumana Narayanan 
Susan Beil MD 
Suzanne Burlone, MD, MSPH 
Tali Rombro, DO 
Talor Matthews, MD 
Tanya Gonzalez 
Tanya Vaughn-Deneen DNP, DNM, FNP-BC 
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Tatiana Dougherty 
Tatiana Reynolds MD 
Thanh Afiat, MD 
Thanh Nguyen, MD 
Theresa Dam Lohmiller, MD 
Tobi Schelin, APRN 
Vanessa Power 
Vidhi Shah MD 
Wendy Humphrey MD 
Whitney Brewer RN 
Yamila Vazquez-Gonzalez MD 
Yvonne Katherine Koch, MD 
 
National Providers 
Abigail Wilpers 
Aisha Wagner, MD 
Aishat Olatunde, MD, MS 
Alecia Fields, DO 
Alex Pedowitz 
Alexandra Maters, MD MPH candidate 
Alhambra Frarey, MD, MSHP 
Aliye Runyan MD 
Amanda L 
Andrea Schecter, MD 
Angeline Ti, MD MPH 
Ani Friel 
Ann Frisse, MD 
Anna Whelan MD FACOG 
AnnaMaria Maples, MD 
Anuja Singh MD 
Ashish Premkumar, MD 
Ashleigh Kussman, MD 
Atsuko Koyama MD, MPH 
Ayiti Maharaj-Best, MD 
Bailey Cannon MD 
Bailey Driscoll, MD-MPH Candidate 
Beatrice Chen, MD MPH 
Bhavik Kumar, MD MPH 
Blythe Bynum, MD 
Bryce Musgrave, RN, BSN 
Caitlin Blau, DO 
Caitlin Weber, MD 
Carolyn Johnson 
Caryn Dutton MD 
Casandra Cashman, MD 
Casey Cabrinha MD 
Cassy Friedrich, MD 
Catherine Gliwa, MD 
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Catherine Hennessey MD 
Chelsea Thibodeau, DO 
Christie Burkhart 
Christine Molina, RN 
Claire Grzymala, MD 
Claire Massey-Daughety and Bart Daughety 
Clarissa JB Hoff MD MPH 
Clarissa Lam MD 
Colleen Taylor, WHNP-BC 
Courtney Kerestes, MD 
Danielle Gershon, MD 
David L. Eisenberg, MD, MPH, FACOG 
Deborah Glupczynski, MD 
Denise Gendreau 
Diana Wu, MD 
Diane Horvath, MD, MPH, FACOG 
Divya Dethier, MD 
Divya Shenoy, MD, MPH 
DP MD 
Dr Sarah Andres 
Dr. Sameera Mokkarala, MD MPH 
dsfdas 
E Berry MD, MPH 
Edie Duncan 
Eileen Malecki, MD/MPH Candidate 
Eleanor Drey, MD 
Elise Berlan MD MPH 
Elissa Serapio, MD, MPH 
Ellen M Guthrie MD 
Ellen M Joyce MD FACOG 
Emily Donelan MD 
Emily Gorman, MD 
Emily Scibetta 
Emma Friedlander, MD 
Eve Espey, MD 
FL National Organization for Women 
Fred S.C. Li 
Gail Covney, CHTP 
Gillian Dean, MD 
Gina Taylor, MD 
Gray Kelsey 
Heather L Maurer, MA, CAE 
Heather Levin MD 
Helen Bassett, MD/MPH candidate 
Jami Maxson MD 
Jamie D Daniel, MD, FACS 
Janet McMahon 
Jennifer Buckley 
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Jennifer Cheung, MD 
Jennifer Hsia, MD, MPH 
Jennifer Lesko MD 
Jennifer Tang, MD, MSCR, FACOG 
Jessica Atrio 
Jessica B Wilder, CNM, NP 
Jessica L Rubino, MD 
Jessica Tarleton, MD, MPH 
Jessica Zhang 
Jewel Brown, MD 
Jill Hagey, MD MPH 
Jill Roberts 
Johana Oviedo, MD MPH 
Julie A. Braga MD 
Julie Mullette RN 
June Ng, MD MPH 
K. Sherman, APRN, CNM 
Karen Fisk 
Kate Stillman, JD, MD/MPH candidate 
Katherine Farris, MD 
Katie J. Patel, MD 
Kelly Otte 
Kristin Wiley CNM 
Lana Nguyen, MD 
Larissa Georgeon, MD 
Larry Schumaker 
Laura Oswald, MD 
Lauren Owens, MD, MPH 
Leah Torres, MD MS 
Lee Rubin 
Leila Daugherty 
Leilah Zahedi-Spung, MD 
Linda Bloomfield, RN, BSN, MPA, RM 
Lindsay Richards, MS3 
Lindsey Morgan Dewey 
Lisanne Cruz, MD 
Lonne Somers 
Luu Ireland MD, MPH 
Lynette Leighton, MD 
Mae Winchester, MD 
Maris Toland, MD 
Marissa Lewis MD 
Maritza Gonzalez 
Mary Kate Frauenheim MD 
Mary Lou Woods 
Mathilde Hainaut, MD Candidate 
Matthew Zerden, MD, MPH 
Maya Bass MD MA FAAFP 
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Mayra Hernandez, MD 
Megan Hoedt 
Meghan Lardy, MD 
Meghana Chapalamadugu 
Melissa L. Wong, MD 
Melissa Pierce, M.Sc 
Meri Forte-Namuj 
Micah Ulrich MD 
Michael A. Belmonte, MD 
Miriam McQuade, MD 
Mitali Dalwalla, B.S. (MD/MPH Candidate) 
Mitchell Creinin, MD 
Monica Brito 
Ms. Michelle Eli 
N. Tanya Ohly MD 
Nancy L. Stanwood, MD, MPH 
Nancy McElroy 
National Abortion Federation 
Nicole Economou, MD MPH 
Nicole Muskett PA-C 
Nika Vizcarra, MS, MS 
Nikki Zite, MD, MPH 
Nina Erlanger, APRN 
Od'Juan Whitfield 
Olivia Thornton, MD, MPH 
Paige Kendall, MD 
Peggy Ku, DO, FACOG 
Rachel Cannon MD 
Rachel Witt, MD 
Rachna Vanjani, MD 
Rahimi 
Rani Gajula, MD 
Rebeca Four, IBCLC 
Reshma Patel 
Robert N. Blatman, MD 
Roia barrios 
Samuel Hinkes 
Sara Imershein MD MPH 
Sarah Gantley APRN 
Sarah Green, MD 
Sarah Horvath, MD, MSHP, FACOG 
Sarah O"Connor, MD 
Sarah Prager, MD 
Sasha Susman, APRN 
Shannon L. Carr, MD MS FACOG 
Sharon Liner, MD 
Shayna Rodriguez 
Smita Carroll, MD, MBA 
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Soshian sarrafpour, MD 
Stephanie Harlow, MD 
Stephanie Sober, MD, MSHP 
Sue Bowden 
Susan M. Seibold-Simpson, PhD, MPH, RN, FNP 
Susan Rubin, MD, MPH 
Tamara Kurek, MD 
Tamara Tallmadge 
Tania Basu Serna MD MPH 
Taylor Stanton, MD 
Valerie French, MD, MAS 
Zevidah Vickery, MD 


